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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE PARK 
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ARTICLE 1 – TREES 

Sec. 24-1. Purpose. 

It is the policy of the City of Grosse Pointe Park, to regulate and control planting, removal, 
maintenance, and protection of trees and shrubs in the City: To eliminate and guard against 
dangerous conditions which may result in injury to persons using the public areas of the City; to 
promote and enhance the beauty of the City; to prevent damage to any public sewer or water main, 
street, sidewalk or other public property; to protect trees and shrubs located in public areas from 
undesirable and unsafe planting, removal, maintenance, and protection practices; and to guard all 
trees and shrubs within the City against the spread of disease or pests. The provisions of this 
ordinance shall apply: To all trees and shrubs presently or hereafter planted in or upon any public 
area; to all trees and shrubs planted in or upon any private premises which shall endanger the life, 
health or safety of persons or property. 

 

Sec. 24-2.  Definitions. 

A. The words "public area" shall include all public streets, roads, boulevards, alleys 
and sidewalks, parks, and other lands owned or leased by the City. Easements and 
right of ways granted to the City by landowners are included in this definition even 
though the general public is not given access to such land via the easement. 

B. The words "tree and/or shrubs" shall include all woody vegetation presently or 
hereafter planted on any public areas. 

C. The words "maintenance" and "protection" shall include all operations of: 
trimming, pruning, spraying, injecting, fertilizing, treating, bracing, doing surgery 
work, cutting above or below the ground. 

 

Sec. 24-3. City Forester. 

A. Appointment: The City Manager may employ a City Forester. 

B. Powers and Duties: 

(1) To direct, manage, supervise, and control the city street tree program to include all 
planting, removal, maintenance, and protection of all trees and shrubs on all public 
areas; to supervise Park Department personnel in the planting, removal, 
maintenance, and protection of said trees and shrubs. 

(2) To guard all trees and shrubs within the City so as to prevent the spread of disease 
or pests and to eliminate dangerous conditions which may affect the life, health or 
safety of any person or property. 
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(3) Such other powers and duties as are provided by the laws of Michigan, particularly 
Public Act 72 of 1945; by ordinance of the City; and by the Grosse Pointe Park's 
City Council. 

 

Sec. 24-4. Damage to Trees and Shrubs. 

No person shall in any public area of the City: Break, injure, mutilate (e.g. weed-whack), kill, or 
destroy any tree or shrub; permit any animal under his control to do so; permit any fire to injure 
any portion of any tree or shrub; permit any toxic chemical to seep, drain, or be emptied on or 
about any tree or shrub. If trimming of any tree or shrub located on a public area is required during 
residential building operations, the property owner shall not permit or cause such trimming without 
prior written consent from the City Forester. Such permission shall be conditioned on: warning 
signs for pedestrians and traffic shall be placed before trimming commences, and consideration 
must be given to the symmetry and beauty of the tree or shrub when trimming. Trees or shrubs 
located in sidewalk berms or other easements are property of the City. If a property owner, builder 
contracted by a property owner, or builder’s subcontractors accidentally causes damage to a City 
tree, the property owner must report it to the City Forester’s Office immediately so the appropriate 
remedies can be applied. If the tree or shrub dies from the damage, the property owner will be 
assessed the cost of a replacement tree or shrub. Failure of a property owner to report accidental 
damage shall result in a $1,000 fine. 

 

Sec. 24-5. Fastening Materials to Trees and Shrubs. 

No person shall fasten any sign, rope, wire or other materials to, around, or through any public 
trees or shrubs without obtaining a written permit from the City Forester, except in emergencies 
such as storms or accidents. 

 

Sec. 24-6. Public Utilities. 

Public utility work affecting trees or shrubs shall be limited to the actual necessities of the services 
of the company and such work shall be done in a neat and professional manner and according to 
the arboricultural specifications and standards set forth in Section 14 of this Chapter. The City 
Forester may supervise the work performed. 

 

Sec. 24-7. Planting, Removal, Maintenance and Protection of Trees and Shrubs. 

All trees or shrubs in any public area shall be planted, removed, maintained and protected 
according to arboricultural specifications and standards as set forth under Section 14 of this 
Chapter. 

 



4 
 

Sec. 24-8. Power to Plant, Remove, Protect and Maintain Trees and Shrubs. 

The City Forester shall have authority to plant, remove, maintain, and protect trees and shrubs on 
all public areas as may be necessary to insure safety or preserve the symmetry and beauty of such 
grounds. 

 

Sec. 24-9. Public Nuisance. 

Any tree, shrub, plant, or part thereof growing upon private or public property which is: interfering 
with the use of any public area; infected with an infectious plant disease; or which endangers the 
life, health, or safety of persons or property is declared a public nuisance. 

 

Sec. 24-10. Abatement of Nuisance. 

A. Trees and Shrubs on Public Areas: 

If the City Forester shall determine, with reasonable certainty upon inspection or examination, 
any nuisance tree or shrub, as herein defined, exists in or upon any public area in the City, or 
easement or right of access granted to the City by a private landowner, he or she shall 
immediately cause it to be treated, trimmed, removed, or otherwise abated in such manner as 
to destroy, stop or prevent the spread of the nuisance. The manner in which the nuisance shall 
be abated, shall be determined by the City Forester. 

B. Trees and Shrubs on Private Premises: 

If the City Forester shall determine with reasonable certainty upon inspection or examination 
that any nuisance shrub or tree, as herein defined, exists in or upon any private premises, he 
shall in writing notify the owner or tenant having possession of such premises. Within thirty 
(30) days after the issuance of said notice, the owner of the property shall cause the treatment, 
trimming, or removal and destruction of said nuisance tree or shrub as directed in the written 
notice. No damages shall be awarded to the owner for the destruction of trees or shrubs 
destroyed pursuant to this Chapter. If the owner of the premises refuses or neglects to comply 
with the terms of the written notice within thirty (30) days after receiving it, the City Forester 
is authorized to cause the removal, treatment or trimming of said nuisance tree or shrub. The 
expense thereof shall be charged to the owner of the property by the City and the City may 
seek recourse for any non-payment of the charges by placing a lien on the property.  

 

Sec. 24-11. Dead Trees.  

Every property owner shall remove all dead trees within ninety (90) days from the death of the 
tree, regardless of the location of the tree. Failure to timely remove a dead tree may result in a 
determination that the tree is a nuisance tree, and abatement of the nuisance tree as provided in 
Section 10 of this Chapter. 
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Sec. 24-12. Overhanging Trees. 

Where any tree growing on any private premises overhangs any public area, it shall be trimmed 
and maintained in accordance with the following rules:  

(1) No part of any such tree shall be lower than twelve (12) feet above any curb or pavement.  

(2) No part of any such tree shall be less than eight (8) feet above any sidewalk.  

(3) Trees in the vicinity of a streetlight shall be trimmed and maintained so that the foliage 
does not interfere with the illumination of the street and sidewalk provided by the streetlight.  

(4) In the case of a corner lot, bushes and shrubs within thirty-five (35) feet of the street 
intersection shall be trimmed and maintained so as not to stand more than four (4) feet above 
the established sidewalk grade. The street intersection shall be taken as the intersection of the 
projection of the two (2) curbs adjoining the lot.  

(5) Bushes and shrubs near the street right-of-way shall be trimmed so that no part thereof 
extends into the street. 

 

Sec. 24-13. Interference with the City Forester. 

No person shall prevent, delay, or interfere with the City Forester or their agents or designees in 
the execution or enforcement of this Chapter. 

 

Sec. 24-14. Arboricultural Specifications and Standards for Public Areas. 

No person shall plant, trim, or remove any tree or shrub on any public area of the City without 
prior written approval from the City Forester. The following specifications and standards are 
hereby established for the planting, trimming and removal of trees and shrubs in the public areas 
of the City: 

A. Planting: 
 
(1) All trees will be not less than one inch in diameter of trunk, at six (6) inches above 

ground level. 
 

(2) No tree shall be planted closer than two (2) feet from the curb line or outer line of 
the sidewalk. 

 
(3) The following types of trees are prohibited for planting on the boulevards or public 

streets in the City: trees of the genus Salix (willow), Populus (poplar), Pyrus (pear), 
box elder, silver maple and female ginkgo. 
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(4) No tree shall hereafter be planted at or within thirty-five (35) feet of an intersection. 
 

B. Trimming: 
 
All trees and shrubs, on public areas, which have branches over-hanging a public street 
shall have said branches trimmed to a clearance height of twelve (12) feet; all trees and 
shrubs, on public areas, which have branches overhanging a public sidewalk, shall have 
said branches trimmed to a clearance height of eight (8) feet. The City Forester may waive 
the provisions of this section for newly planted trees if he determines they do not interfere 
with public travel, obstruct the light of any streetlight, or endanger public safety. Any tree 
or shrub not trimmed as herein provided may be determined to be a nuisance, and shall be 
subject to abatement as provided by Section 10 of this Chapter. 

 

Sec. 24-15. Dutch Elm Disease. 

A. Public nuisances declared: 

The City Council having determined the health of the elm trees within the City is threatened 
by a fatal disease known as "Dutch Elm Disease" hereby declares the following to be public 
nuisances: 

(1) Any living or standing elm tree or part thereof infected with the Dutch Elm Disease fungus 
Ceratocystis ulmi (Buisman) or which harbors any of the elm bark beetles Scolytus 
multistreatus (Michh) or Mylurcopinus rufipes (Marsh). 

(2) Any dead elm tree or part thereof, including logs branches, stumps, firewood or other elm 
material not buried, burned, sprayed with an effective elm bark beetle destroying insecticide, 
or from which the bark has not been removed. 

B. Nuisances prohibited: 

No person shall permit any public nuisance as defined in subsection (A) of this section to 
remain on any premises owned by him or her within the City. Any person who leases a property 
with a public nuisance as defined in subsection (A) of this section shall notify the owner of the 
property. Failure by a lessee to notify the owner of the nuisance will result in several liability 
for any fines or related costs to removing the nuisance.   

C. Abatement of Dutch Elm Disease nuisance: 

Abatement of a declared Dutch Elm Disease nuisance shall be undertaken pursuant to Section 
10 of this Chapter. 

 

Sec. 24-16. Authority of City Forester to Enter Private Premises. 

The City Forester or his or her representatives, upon good cause shown, shall have the authority 
to enter upon private premises at reasonable times for the purposes of examining and inspecting 
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any suspected nuisance tree or shrub. The City Forester may place a removal designation mark on 
any nuisance trees and shrubs determined to be removed under the provision of Section 10 of this 
Chapter. 

 

Sec. 24-17. Severability. 

If any provision of this Chapter shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not invalidate any other provision of this Chapter. 
The City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe Park declares they would have adopted each and 
every provision of this ordinance separately regardless of the possible invalidity of any part 
thereof. 

 

Sec. 24-18. Cost of Planting, Removing, Maintaining, and Protecting Trees and Shrubs. 

The entire cost of planting, removing, maintaining and protecting trees and shrubs on all public 
areas of the City, when done by Parks & Recreation Department employees or their contractors at 
the direction of the City Forester, shall be borne by the City out of the City's budget and from funds 
donated specifically for this purpose. When a private party plants, removes, maintains or protects 
trees and shrubs, pursuant to Section 7 of this Chapter, the party shall incur all expenses. 

Sec. 24-19 – 24-25.  Reserved. 

 

ARTICLE 2 – OTHER VEGETATION 

Sec. 24-26. Noxious Weeds.  

No person shall fail to keep cut down any Canada thistles, burdock, crab grass, quack grass, wild 
growing bushes, wild carrots, ox-eye daisies or other noxious weeds growing on their property or 
on that portion of a street which adjoins property owned by them. If any property owner fails to 
comply with this Section, the City shall cut down or cause to be removed the weeds growing on 
the premises and the cost thereof shall be charged against the premises and the owner thereof in 
accordance with Section 20 -12.  

(Code 1957, § 1, 4.60; Ord. No. 206 § 1, 8-27-18) State law reference—control and eradication of 
noxious weeds, MCL §247.51 et seq., MSA §9.631(1) et seq.  

 

Sec. 24-27. Cutting of Grass.  

No person shall fail to keep any grass or other permitted ground cover cut down to a maximum 
height of five (5) inches. If any property owner shall fail to comply with this Section, the City may 
cut the grass growing on the premises and the cost thereof shall be charged against the premises 
and the owner thereof in accordance with Section 20-12. (Ord. No. 77, § 1, 9-15-78) 
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Sec. 24-28. Rules and Regulations.  

The City Manager is hereby empowered, subject to approval by the City Council, to make any 
additional rules and regulations pertaining to the planting, removal, care, maintenance and 
protection of trees, shrubs and plants as are necessary to protect public property or the health or 
safety of the public, and no person shall fail to comply with any such rule or regulation. (Code 
1957, § 4.59)  

 

Sec. 24-29. Violations.  

The first violation of any Section of this Chapter within thirty-six months shall be a civil infraction 
with a maximum penalty of a $50 fine. The second violation within thirty-six months shall be a 
civil infraction with a maximum penalty of a $100 fine. The third violation within thirty-six months 
shall be a civil infraction with a maximum penalty of a $150 fine. The fourth violation within 
thirty-six months shall be a misdemeanor with a maximum penalty of a $500 fine and/or 90 days 
in jail. The fines described in this Section shall be in addition to cost assessments, expenses, and/or 
damages assessed under the law, or under the applicable Section of this Chapter. (Ord. No. 195, § 
16, 10-13-08) 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect on May 29, 2022. 

 


